
1 
 

September 12, 2022 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS                         7:00 P.M. 
721 Unionville Road 
Kennett Square, PA 19348 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Present:                 Township Staff & Consultants: 

Chairman McKinstry (Not Present)  Ryan Jennings, Township Solicitor 
Vice-Chair Vannote (Presiding)     Neil Lovekin, Township Manager  

            Supervisor Sarro                                  Mickey Bailey, Recorder  
Supervisor Monahan (Not Present)  Jeff Simpson, Public Works Director      
Supervisor Matuszak                            Robert Clarke, Police Chief 
      Peter Barsz, Treasurer 
     

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

None 
 
3. CONTINUING BUSINESS  
 
a. Longwood Preserve, Phase 2 Escrow Release #10 
 

i. Lisa Donlon presented Resolution 2022-40 to authorize a reduction letter of 
credit for Longwood Preserve in the amount of $99,751.37.  Current amount 
$1,122,464.86 reduced to $1,022,713.49.  Supervisor Matuszak made the 
motion to approve Resolution 2022-40, Supervisor Sarro seconded, motion 
carried 3-0. 

 
b. Resolution 2022-41 Letter of Credit No. 21-06 Release for Longwood Preserve 
 

i. Solicitor Ryan Jennings presented for discussion and adoption Resolution 
2022-41 to affirm the release of the Letter of Credit Number 21-06 for the 
Longwood Preserve, Phase 2 project.  Supervisor Sarro made the motion to 
affirm the release, Supervisor Matuszak seconded the motion, carried 3-0. 

 
c. Northridge Phase 3 – Escrow Release #17, and Phase 3 – Escrow Released #9 
 

i. Lisa Donlon, VanDemark & Lynch, presented the request for the two escrow 
releases totaling $36,515.79.  Supervisor Sarro made the motion to release the 
funds, Supervisor Matuszak seconded, carried 3/0. 

 
4. NEW BUSINESS 
 
a. Jerry Baker from Traffic and Design (TPD) presented their review of 6 bids submitted for the 

East Locust Lane over Red Clay Creek Bridge Project.  It was TPD’s recommendation for East 
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Marlborough to go with the lowest bidder, Richard E. Pierson Construction Co. Inc., with a 
bid of $871,973.60.  Kyle Miller from TPD would be handling the project to begin in late 
winter 2022 or early spring 2023. Supervisor Sarro made the motion to authorize the 
acceptance of Richard E. Pierson’s bid, Supervisor Matuszak seconded, carried 3-0. 

 
b.  Presentation and discussion of the 2021 Township’s Financial Audit by Carl Hogan from 

BBD.  Hogan explained that the first page of his report is the summary and opinion of BBD, 
which he described as a “clean audit”.  The report itself is 98 pages.  Supervisor Sarro asked 
about one specific line item #355.04 “Alcoholic Beverage Licenses” which had no entry.  
Supervisor Sarro believed that item to be incorrect.  Treasurer Peter Barsz took the action to 
look into this entry.  Supervisor Matuszak made the motion to approve the supplemental 
invoice for the auditing services, Supervisor Sarro seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

c. Township Manager Neil Lovekin presented for discussion and approval the 2023 Minimum 
Municipal Obligation for Non-Uniform Pension Plan.  Supervisor Matuszak made the motion 
to approve the plan, Supervisor Sarro seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

d. Township Manager Neil Lovekin presented for discussion and approval the 2023 Minimum 
Municipal Obligation for Uniform Pension Plan.  Supervisor Sarro made the motion to approve 
the plan, Supervisor Sarro seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

e. Public Works director, Jeff Simpson presented for discussion and authorization to sell the 2004 
Vermeer woodchipper as allocated in the 2022 Approved Township Budget.  Jeff’s plan is to 
put the chipper on Municibid with a starting bid of $11,000.00.  Supervisor Sarro made the 
motion to authorize the sale, Supervisor Sarro seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

f. Cuyler Walker opened a discussion and updated the board on the latest funding needs for the 
Kennett Fire and EMS Regional Commission.  He was primarily looking for the Board’s 
willingness to support as much as a 30% increase in funding for the Fire and EMS. A discussion 
opened as to whether or not ARP funds could be used for this need.  This discussion was tabled 
for a future date.  Cuyler wanted to be able to attend his next Fire/EMS meeting saying that he 
has the township’s support.  No motion was needed for this presentation but the three attending 
supervisors agreed to support the potential increase.  

 
 
5. REVIEW OF TREASURER’S REPORT & POSSIBLE AUTHORIZATION FOR 

PAYMENT OF MONTHLY BILLS   
 
Township Treasurer, Peter Barsz, presented financial reports and answered questions from the 
Board. He explained about his role in the 2021 audit and the “clean up” to the accounts that was 
provided for the audit.   Supervisor Matuszak motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report and to 
pay the monthly bills, Supervisor Sarro seconded.  Motion carried 5-0 
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Fund    Expenditure 
General   $132,672.09 
Payroll    $157,375.42 
Sewer    $36,654.55  

 

6. RESOLUTION NO. 2022-42 
 

a. Vice Chair Vannote presented Resolution 2022-42 to appoint Corrine Raphel Sweeney, DVM 
to the Kennett Library Board Of trustees to fill the vacancy created by Thomas C. Swett’s 
resignation whose term expires on December 31, 2024.  Supervisor Sarro made the motion to 
approve the appointment of Ms. Sweeney, Supervisor Matuszak seconded, motion carried 3-
0. 

 
7. ZONING HEARING BOARD APPLICATIONS 
 
a. There were no new applications to discuss.   
 
b. Shelley Mincer addressed the board wanting to know how our checks were handled, relative 

to protecting private information.  Solicitor Jennings responded with an explanation of check 
handling protocol. 

 
8. TOWNSHIP DEPARTMENTS – MONTHLY REPORTS 
 
a.  Public Works:  Jeff Simpson discussed the Fire House demolition, i.e. the back side of the 

post office.  He also mentioned that the benches at Unionville Park were refurbished. 
 
b. Shelley Mincer commented that Public Works did a great job with the post office grading. 
 
c. Supervisor Matuszak asked if the crossing light at Unionville Walk was under warranty since 

it had a manufacturer’s defect. Jeff replied that it is under warranty. 
 
d. Township Manager Neil Lovekin gave an update of the Admin Dept. A new 

complaint/violation tracker system has been instituted.  New cypher locks have been installed 
on the township office door for increased security. 

 

e. Police Chief Clarke offered that 206 calls were responded to in the month of August, 95 of 
these were answered by East Marlborough police 

 

9.  TOWNSHIP-WIDE ADMISORY COMMITTEES’ UPDATES 

a.  Community Development Committee – Township Manager Neil Lovekin updated the board 
on the ongoing county initiative for adding trails and bike paths. 

b.  Health & Safety Committee – these initiatives are on-going 
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c.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
d. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Supervisor Sarro motioned to approve the August minutes as presented Supervisor Matuszak 
seconded; motion carried 3-0. 

 
e. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Vice Chair Vannote motioned to adjourn the meeting, Supervisor Sarro seconded, carried 3-0. 

 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Mickey Bailey, Recording Secretary 
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(Statement from Supervisor Monahan) 

 

Supervisor Monahan objected to the approval of Resolution 2022-26:  
Appointment of HR&G to provide Wastewater and Transportation 
Engineering Services.   

 

Supervisor Monahan stated that she was disappointed that Public Comment 
had been limited to matters not on the Agenda particularly since the 
Resolution replacing the township's current engineers was placed last on the 
agenda under New Business.  

  

She stated that last Fall she ran for re-election with Supervisor Vannote on a 
platform of transparency; that the resolution had no transparency because 
the residents of EMT had no opportunity to participate in the decision-
making process. 

  

She stated that she and Supervisor Vannote had committed to keeping the 
community informed and to providing a meaningful opportunity for their 
participation; that changes as significant as replacing the Township 
Engineers, each of whom have been providing services to the township for 
decades, required, out of respect for them and the township residents, that 
the matter be subject to public debate and discussion.  
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FOR THE RECORD, she stated her specific reasons for opposing the 
Resolution as follows: 

  

There was no reason why the township’s current wastewater and traffic 
engineers should be replaced nor why the current Township Engineer 
should be demoted to General Engineer; that none of the township’s 
current engineers, who have been providing services to the township for 
decades, had been made aware of any service issues much less had the 
opportunity to address any concerns; that there was nothing to support that 
replacing the current engineers will result in better service; that the loss of 
the experience and knowledge of our current engineers could have negative 
consequences that had not been considered nor assessed; that no transition 
plan had been established to facilitate a change in the currents engineers. 

  

For these reasons, Supervisor Monahan stated that in her opinion the 
Resolution was without merit, and she made a motion to table the 
Resolution so that the public could be better informed and have the 
opportunity to express their views.   

  

The Motion to Table was not seconded and therefore failed. 

  
 

.   
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